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Community Led Local 

Development:  

EU Funding Policy 2014 - 2020 

Foundations for LEADER in Ireland: 

 

In 1950’s and ‘60’s the beginning of ‘self support’ volunteer 

based movements for un-met social and economic challenges  

 

During the 1980’s there is the emergence of  local ‘integrated’  

Development Groups developing plans to encourage the re-

energising of communities (Rural) in danger of disappearing 

 

LEADER became the facilitator to enable these plans to be 

realised 

 

 

 

 
 



Community Led Local 

Development:  

EU Funding Policy 2014 - 2020 

LEADER in Ireland? 

 

Ireland has Qualifying LAG Structures providing Full  

Country Coverage 

 

Irish LAG’s have average of 15+ years experience 

 

Ireland has both Rural and Urban Qualifying LAG Structures 

 

*Irish LAG Structures have experience of ‘Multi-Fund  

Approach’ 





People 

Partnership 

Process 

Planning 

Project 

The LEADER Approach 



Community Led Local 

Development:  

EU Funding Policy 2014 - 2020 

Funding Options 2014-2020: 

EAFRD 
Rural 

Development 

ESF 
Social 

Development 

ERDF 
Infrastructure 
Development 

EFF 
Coastal 

Development 

   Rural               Rural/Urban Rural/Urban       Rural 



Coastal Communities.... 

EFF & RDP...also potential for ESF - ERDF 



Local, Regional and Transnational 
Markets 

RDP....also potential for ERDF 



Employment & Social Inclusion 

RDP & ESF...also potential for 
ERDF and EFF 



Agri - Diversification 

RDP.... 

...also potentially ESF 



Social Investment 

ESF...also RDP, EFF 



Growing Business 

RDP, EFF & ERDF 



Community – Social Enterprise 
 
 
 
 ....RDP & ESF 



Connecting Investments ...Local Brands & 
Networks  
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